Greetings from the Session of First Presbyterian - Church on the Edge,
After three months of “stay at home” worship, we believe it is time to provide the
opportunity for our members and friends to gather together in worship on Sunday mornings, if they
so choose. Our goal is to provide a worship experience that is both effective AND safe. This is
Phase 2 of our 3-phase reopening plan.
The church will be open for Sunday morning worship services beginning July 12th.
Currently, we are planning on having one combined worship service at 9 am. We are limiting our
capacity to 50 people in worship, and we are asking for you to RSVP so we know how many are
planning to attend. If more than 50 people register, we will open a second worship service at 11 am
and go back to our normal schedule of 9 am contemporary worship and 11 am traditional worship.
Online streaming of the worship service will continue to be available via Facebook Live, YouTube
Live, and on our website for those who choose to stay home. We will also continue to provide
monthly worship kits to anyone wishing to worship at home.
When you come back to the church it will absolutely feel different, because it will be
different. Several changes will be noticed right away. Our fellowship hall, kitchen, and classrooms
will be closed off. Only the sanctuary and the bathrooms will be open. There will be no child care,
coffee, or snacks. There will also be no fellowship inside the building before or after worship.
While there are inherent risks - related to the COVID virus - in returning to gather together
in person, the Session has decided to implement the following measures in an attempt to reduce
those risks. We ask everyone who decides to join us in person to follow all of these guidelines to
provide the safest environment possible for everyone. PLEA SE KNOW , we are doing our best to
make our worship services enjoyable and safe for as many people as possible. We understand you
may be disappointed about some of the measures we have put in place, but we ask you to respect the
decisions of Session and communicate with them about any changes you would like to see.
Preliminary Precautions:





High risk individuals are strongly encouraged to continue to worship at home.
PLEASE! If you are not feeling well (cough, fever, or a sore throat) stay home!
We are asking all worship attendees to wear a face mask for the protection and care of our older
congregation. Cloth masks will be available at the door.
For those uncomfortable wearing a mask, a limited number of reusable shields will be provided.
A shield will be marked with your name, sanitized, and kept at the church for you.

During Worship:




We will do our best to provide a “no-touch” environment as you worship on Sundays. Ushers
will be ready to open doors for you as you enter the building, and all common items like bibles,
hymnals, bulletins, and clipboards have been removed.
One of our ushers will check every single person into our iPad. We have a responsibility to
create an accurate list of everyone in attendance for contact tracing. If you are exposed to
COVID-19 as a result of one of our worship services, we will notify you immediately.

















The sanctuary will be open one half hour before worship starts to begin ushering to seats.
Hand sanitizers will be available at several locations throughout the church and we encourage
you to use them.
As you enter the church, we ask that you queue behind the safety tape to maintain 6 feet of
social distancing. An usher will escort each family unit into the sanctuary one at a time.
Chairs will be placed to enforce 6 feet of social distancing between family units. We ask that
you maintain that 6 feet of social distance throughout the worship service.
We will be running the “air-exchanger” in the sanctuary during all worship services to bring in
100% outside air to help alleviate “Covid clouds” from forming, thus decreasing some of the
risk.
Offering plates are available at the back of the sanctuary for you to place your gifts when you
arrive or leave. Offerings will continue to be collected via mail, drop off at the church office, or
online.
We ask that you respect no physical contact. When greeting others before or after the service,
please give a wave or other friendly acknowledgment rather than a hug or a handshake.
Group singing is highly discouraged. Praise Team music and Hymns will all be pre-recorded
and projected on the screen. Words will also be projected, however, we encourage you to spend
time meditating on the lyrics. Maybe hum along or sing quietly to yourself. We realize this will
be one of the most difficult changes, however, our goal is to eliminate aerosols that are created
whenever we speak loudly or sing out. Experts have strongly cautioned against the practice of
singing since it has been proven to be a “super-spreader” of this virus. If you must sing, we ask
that you sing quietly into your mask.
While congregational responses will be shown on the screen, we will continue with the practice
of having one voice read the congregational responses. The same practice will apply to reciting
the Lord's Prayer. We will be teaching sign language as an alternative to corporate responses. If
you must respond verbally, we once again ask that you do it quietly into your mask.
We are still working on procedures for Communion. We will host an online communion on July
5th and we will continue with online communion in the immediate future. We will continue to
hold off on having 'in-person' communion until we can resupply with self-sealed communion
cups/wafers.

After Worship:





Ushers will dismiss people by groups. Please leave the building promptly and do not mingle in
the sanctuary or hallway.
For the time being, there will be no fellowship or coffee hour, however, you may visit with
others outside the church building if you wish, but please move away from the door to allow
others their space. If you do visit in the parking lot, we encourage you to remain masked and
keep 6 feet of distance.
Buildings and Grounds committee will promptly begin the cleaning and restoration of the church
building as soon as it has been cleared of people.

Other Activities:


Small groups may meet at church. These should be limited to ten since capacity for most of our
rooms will not allow for adequate social distancing. We ask that a mask or shield be worn by all
whenever gathering in our church building.

Finally, thank you so much for your patience and flexibility as we attempt to navigate our way
through these trying times. We want to thank everyone who has been committed to guiding our way
through these times and we thank every volunteer who has helped us along the way. We couldn’t be
where we are without you. We will do our best to keep you informed of changes along the way.
Please note that, at its discretion, the Session may revise or adjust these policies and procedures as
public health guidance shifts.
God bless from your Session and Pastor Homan!

