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CHILDREN’S PROGRAM!

Inspirational
Quote

“Success is on the
same road as
failure; success is
just a little further
down the road.”
-Jack Hyles

On December 20, 2015, we gathered together for one service to celebrate the Christmas story as told through a Young Children and Worship
format by the youth of our church. We began the service with music
provided by Jessica Folson on piano and then a cello duet by Audrey Chan
and Andrew Folson. “On the Way to Bethlehem” was then presented by
twenty-five children and youth of our church, from preschoolers to high
school students. Zoe Elhard played the final hymn of the service on the
piano, and Audrey and Lukas Chan played a flute-piano duet for the
offertory. Bonnie Cameron rounded out the service with prayers and Time
with Young Disciples as well as the charge and benediction. Lukas played
from Chopin’s Scherzo No. 2 in B-flat Minor on the piano for the postlude
music while the other program participants greeted the congregation on their
way out of the sanctuary.
Congregants and program participants then enjoyed the dozens of
cookies baked by the youth group and Delphine Gregoire!
As a congregation, we are very thankful for the time and efforts of
the youth and their parents to make this program a success. Special thanks
go to Sue and Hannah Sheppard for their help with figuring out and
providing costumes for the children.
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CLERK’S CORNER
At its stated meeting in December Session:












Approved a Budget for 2016, set Communion Dates
for 2016 and reviewed the rolls.
Scheduled installation of new elders for 10 January
2015.
Noted that if bad weather forces cancellation of
Sunday
services, members should look for
cancellation information on WDAZ, KNOX, the
Herald website and www.firstpresgf.org.
Noted Rachael Hunter will fill in for Tatiana as Office
Assistant from 21 – 29 December 2015.
Approved hiring Rachael Hunter as a temporary
Financial Assistant.
Agreed to allow the building to be used as a polling
station for elections on 14 June 2016 and 8 November
2016.
Revised the Columbarium Policies to allow refunds if
a niche hasn’t been used.
Scheduled Session training on 7 January 2016 at
7:00 p.m. in the Gloriosa Room.

Heard about final arrangements for the Lutefisk and
Meatball dinner from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (changed
from 4:00 p.m.) on 12 December in our building.
Session meets the second Thursday of each month at
7:00 p.m. The next stated Session meeting is 14 January 2016.
As always, members with concerns or ideas are encouraged to
come to the open forum at the beginning of each stated Session
meeting. If you are not able to come to the meeting in person,
but would still like your voice to be heard, please write a letter
to the Session or seek out a Session member prior to a meeting.

Session Members
Officers:
Dennis Junk: 701.215.1271
Fred MacGregor: 701.772.5736
Chris Lander: 701.741.2077
Class of 2016:
Laurie Elhard: 701.757.0995
Mike Swanson: 701.610.6545
Donna Thompson: 701.757.1614
Class of 2017:
Bonnie Jacob-Forseth:
701.757.1643
Richard Jorde: 701.780.2019
Linda Shaw-Elgin: 701.772.7835
Class of 2018:
Delphine Gregoire: 701.773.7652
Karen James: 701.317.3906
Ron Thaden: 701.847.3129
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TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

Office Closed

3

8

8am Men’s
Breakfast
9:30am Church
Quilters

4

5

10am combined
service:
No Communion

9am CD Ministry
1pm Community
Quilters

1pm Community
Quilters
6pm Quilting class
7pm Book Study

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

9am Contemporary
Service
10:10am Young Children's Worship
11am Traditional
Service
4pm Praise Team

9am CD Ministry
1pm Community
Quilters

1pm Community
Quilters
6pm Quilting class
7pm Book Study

4pm Finance Team
6:30pm Church
Quilters
7pm Middle School
Group

7pm Session

9am Bulletin
Folding
1pm Newsletter
Folding
7pm Korean Prayer

9:30 Church
Quilters

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

9am Contemporary
Service
11am Traditional Service
4pm Praise Team

9am CD Ministry
1pm Community
Quilters
2pm Hessed Bible
Study

1pm Community
Quilters
6pm Quilting class
7pm Book Study

24

25

26

Communion

9am Contemporary
Service
10:10 am Young Children's Worship
11am Traditional
Service
4pm Praise Team

31

Soup Sampler

9am Contemporary
Service
10:10 am Young Children's Worship
11am Traditional
Service

4pm Praise Team

9am CD Ministry
1pm Community
Quilters

6

Love Feast
1pm Community
Quilters
6pm Quilting Class
7pm Book Study

6:30pm Church
Quilters
7pm Middle School
Group

9am Bulletin
Folding
6:30pm Church
Quilters

27

1pm Newsletter
Folding
6pm Church Quilters

7

9am Bulletin
Folding
7pm Korean Prayer

9am Bulletin
Folding
7pm Korean Prayer

28

29
9am Bulletin
Folding
7pm Korean Prayer

9

9:30 am Church
Quilters

9:30 Church
Quilters

30

9:30 Church
Quilters
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BIRTHDAY’S
Paul Linderman
Jack Gregoire
Janel Johnston
Donna Thompson
LaVern Grossman
Ronald Thaden
Dorrell Felton
Bonnie Jacob-Forseth
Tanner Faller
Bruce Helgerud
Laurie Elhard
Daniel W. Kaai
Judy Helgerud
Babs Brenner
John Altepeter

Jan 1
Jan 1
Jan 6
Jan 8
Jan 9
Jan 9
Jan 11
Jan 12
Jan 13
Jan 15
Jan 21
Jan 27
Jan 27
Jan 29
Jan 31

WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
Cliff and Pat Phelps

Praise Team
Passionate for music? Then perhaps
you are just the right type of person
to sign up for Praise Team.
If you are interested in joining please
seek out a member of the team, who can
be seen singing their hearts out in the
front of the church.

Adult Studies &
Discussion Groups
Men’s Breakfast (conversation)
1st Saturdays at 8:00 am except in July at Perkins
on Columbia.
Women’s Circles
A Bible Study groups meets the third Monday of
each month at 2:00 pm. Please contact the church
office for details
Book Study
Book Study usually meets every Tuesday at 7pm
but are awaiting the arrival of Pastor Homan
before restarting

Jan.17th

WING

We’re GRO

Caring Cards
Your signature on Sunday morning
sends God’s love in
Monday’s mail!
Cards are sent for illness, sympathy, new
babies, and birthdays of those
80 or older.

disciples of Jesus who…

GROW in God’s love through...
weekly worship
regular group, family & personal study
CARE for one another through…
daily prayer
friendships in our chur ch community
RESPOND to the needs of the world through…
service in and beyond First Presbyterian
generous giving
We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything we
do. (Ephesians 4:15)
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STEWARDSHIP DRIVE, PER CAPITA AND CONTRIBUTION
STATEMENTS
The Finance and Stewardship Committee is grateful to those who have participated in the 2016
stewardship drive. This year's stewardship drive focus was on "Planting the Seeds of Hope." The seeds we
gathered will help First Presbyterian Church move forward in mission and ministry. Every person's input is
important to us. If you have not submitted your "Seed of Hope" card, Individual Skills Inventory, or your
estimated pledge card, please do so as soon as you can. The information being requested will assist not only
the Finance and Stewardship Committee in our efforts to prepare the budget for 2016, but also what mission
and ministry the church should be engaged in.
With the start of the new year, we want to remind you that each member of First Presbyterian is
responsible to pay their Per Capita (PC) assessment. The payment for 2016 is $43.50 per member; this
payment is above and beyond each member’s general pledge amount. The PC apportionment is based on the
funds necessary for the Presbytery/Synod/General Assembly to do their essential ecclesiastical work (staffing,
office, committee expenses, etc), and then divides those expenses evenly among each church member. These
three governmental bodies (Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly) provide the organizational structure,
resources and leadership to make our ministry present throughout the World. If you have more questions
about PC, a brochure has been created by the Presbytery to help understand the fundamentals of PC and
Unified mission. It is located on the table in the fellowship hall.
In early January, contribution statements will be available for pick up at the church. If you are unable
to pick it up, they will be mailed out mid-month. Please take time to double check to make sure all the
information on your statement is correct. If you notice any information that needs to be corrected, please
contact Rachel or Tatiana at firstpres@firstpresgf.org or call 701-775-5545 as soon as possible.
As you know, it is an exciting time at First Presbyterian as our newly called pastor, the Rev. Spencer
Homan, will begin on January 4, 2016 with his first worship service on January 10th.
In Christ,
Finance and Stewardship Committee
Chris Lander, Treasurer
Walt Knipe, Chair
Terry Brenner
Bill Crow
Laurie Elhard
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ANITICIPATION!
That’s right major, major….. Anticipation is centered in the First Presbyterian Church of Grand Forks
for the arrival from Illinois of our new pastor, Spencer Homan and his family. Our long anticipated call for a
pastor came on November 22, when Pastor Homan delivered a dynamic and energetic sermon to our
congregation. Following a highly positive vote, he accepted our congregation’s call. We are now bathed in
anticipation for his arrival at the beginning of January with his first sermons on January 10, and the new future
that he brings to us.
In a contrast to those feelings, First Presbyterian has had to say a sad but grateful farewell to our
interim of two years, Pastor Ken Ribe. Pastor Ken brought wonderful skills that prepared First Presbyterian to
reach the crossroad of anticipation for our new pastor. That excitement swirling through the First Presbyterian
is what Pastor Ken’s is now experiencing as he begins his interim work for the Bemidji First Presbyterian
Church.
During the interval between the call and arrival of Pastor Homan, our church is also experiencing the
excitement and energy that began during the discussion involved in writing a Dream Grant available through
our Presbytery. The Mission and Outreach Committee met and began brainstorming. Committee members
were amazed by the abundance of new approaches for mission that came forth. All of these ideas will help
build our energy, congregation and reach out into the community as a way to grow, to care for one another,
and respond to the needs of the world. The Mission committee is now awaiting the news of the grant’s final
approval so that the implementing process can begin in the New Year.
Finally, The First Presbyterian Church of Grand Forks has probably gone where no other Presbyterian
church has gone with short notice and high action in a successful execution of our first, authentic Lutefisk
dinner. Yes, you read correctly a Lutefisk dinner! It was held on December 12 and cooked authentically by
Carrol Juven, a Lutefisk chef extraordinaire from Fargo. Judging from the response of the public and those
who prepared the meal, we are anticipating the future growth and success of this fundraiser for our mission
programs in the future.
In conclusion the First Presbyterian Church of Grand Forks is building energy within our congregation.
Our anticipation for Pastor Spencer Homan’s arrival is great, but the congregation is also warmed by the
energy that Pastor Ken Ribe has built up as we realize our skills as we push forward into new directions during
the upcoming years.
Submitted by Linda Shaw-Elgin

GLOBAL FRIENDS!
Global Friends’ soup sampler is headed you way on Sunday,
January 31 between services. The goal of Global Friends is to help New
Americans integrate into the Grand Forks community. It involves
programs of Family Mentors, an Adult Literacy Program, and a Resilient
Youth Program. We offer support and encouragement to our New
American friends in Grand Forks as they escape the turbulent times in
their world. The people in charge of Global Friends at First Presbyterian
are Karen James and Karen Tankersley.
Linda Shaw-Elgin
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LUTIFEST ON THE EDGE (OF TOWN)
Bonnie and Judy would like to thank the members and friends of First Presbyterian Church who helped
with the lutefisk dinner on Saturday, December 12, 2015. Many long hours were spent preparing the delicious
food. There are too many names to mention individually, and we do not want to omit any names from the list
so we will generalize.
We consider the fund raiser a success. The books have not been completely balanced as of yet. We are
planning a meeting in January to discuss the event, and anyone interested is welcome to attend.
People of the Grand Forks community and the surrounding area seemed to enjoy the lutefisk
dinner. There were so many favorable comments. The people were able to enjoy the dinner, and many stuck
around and mingled with others. Walt Knipe was able to give a tour of our beautiful building, and several
people visited Carrol Juven in the kitchen inquiring how he prepared the delicious lutefisk!!
Several Session members believe if would be wise to make another attempt for a lutefisk dinner as a
fund raiser. We have spoken to Carrol to see if he would be available on Saturday, December 3rd, 2016. We
have penciled that in on our calendar, and Carrol will do the same. We may cut the hours down on serving.
We want to thank everyone who came to support our fund raiser and enjoyed the delicious homemade
romergrot, Swedish meatballs, lefse, and well prepared lutefisk. With so many compliments, our confidence -as non Norwegians and Norwegians-- has skyrocketed!!
SEE YOU IN CHURCH!!
Sincerely,
Bonnie Jacob-Forseth & Judy Simmons

LOVE FEAST!
Ah, January has arrived! With the word January you should immediately think of the Love Feast
on January 26, the last Tuesday of the month starting at 5:00 p.m. Love Feast is held at Zion
Methodist Church at 1001 24th Avenue S. Grand Forks, and January is First Presbyterian’s month
to carry on the tradition of outreach to our community. Love Feast is a way area churches reach
out to help individuals and families have a good meal at the end of the month.
Currently, the Grand Forks Herald has been doing articles that highlight the poverty in the
Grand Forks Community. When you attend Love Feast, you will certainly see some of those faces
at this event. That poverty and loneliness is in the faces of the senior citizens, young children with
a single parent, the down and out, and just individuals seeking social connections.
If you have never participated in serving for Love Feast, please consider this year’s event,
because the rewards are amazing. You will find out how a smile makes a difference and how the
food meatballs and gravy, mashed potatoes, vegetables and fruits from First Presbyterian Church
brings a tremendous comfort to many of these people.
Look for reminders on slide shows and bulletins for the January 10 planning meeting at
10:10am, which will be headed up by Sue and Bob Sheppard and the January 26 Love Feast date.
Here is an opportunity to help make a difference in the community.
Linda Shaw-Elgin
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CHECK IT OUT!
Church Librarian, Virginia Linderman
Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline
Although fiction, this story of the orphan trains is a compelling account of the history between 1854-1929,
taking children from East Coast to the Midwest. Told through the lives of two women, with stories from Maine
to Minnesota, and with a surprise– this book is hard to put down!
When “Spiritual but no religious” is not enough:
Seeing God in Surprising Places, Even the Church by Lillian Daniel
Stories of what a life of faith can really be– weird, wonderful and well worth trying. This book dares us to
become a community and encounter a God greater than we invent.

Soup Sampler
Benefits Global Friends

Soups and Breads to Sample

January 31st
10:00am

January 26
At 5:00pm
At Zion Lutheran
Church

Noisy Offering
Help build a new library in Ethiopia.
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