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Communion 

Home Communion 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 
New Yearôs Day 
 
Church office 
closed 
 
 

2 

9am CD Ministry 
 

1pm Community 
Quilters 

 
 
 

3 

12pm Christian 
Zumba 

 

6:30pm Church  
Quilters 

 

7pm 
Communication 
Mtg. 

4 

5:30pm Hospitality 
Mgt. 

 

7pm Christian 
Education Mtg 

5 
9am Bulletin 
Folding 

 

6:30pm Korean 
Prayer  

 
 

6 

8am Menôs 
Breakfast 
(Perkins) 

 

9:30am Church 
Quilters 
 

7 

8am Praise Team 
9am Contemporary 
10am Sunday 
School 
11am Traditional  
2pm Korean 
4pm Praise Team 
 

8 
9am CD Ministry 
 

12pm Christian 
Zumba 

 

1pm Community 
Quilters 
6pm Christian 
Zumba 

9 

1pm Community 
Quilters 

 

5pm Finance Mgt. 
 
 

 

10 
12pm Christian 
Zumba 

 

6:30pm Church  
Quilters 

11 
7pm Building & 
Ground Mtg. 

12 
9am Bulletin 
Folding 

 

6:30pm Korean 
Prayer  

13 
9:30am Church 
Quilters 
 

 
 
 
 
 

14 
8am Praise Team 
9am Contemporary 
10am Sunday 
School 
11am Traditional  
2pm Korean 
4pm Praise Team 

15 
9am CD Ministry 
 

12pm Christian 
Zumba 

 

1pm Community 
Quilters 
6pm Christian 
Zumba 

16 
1pm Community 
Quilters 

 

 

 

17 
12pm Christian 
Zumba 

 

6pm Mission Mtg. 
 

7pm Worship Mtg. 
 

6:30pm Church  
Quilters 

18 
2pm After Eve  
 
 
 

19 
9am Bulletin 
Folding 

 

6:30pm Korean 
Prayer  

 

 
 
 
 

20 
 
8am to 9pm 
Quilt Retreat 
 
 
 

 

21 
8am Praise Team 
9am Contemporary 
10am Soup Sampler 
11am Traditional  
2pm Korean 
4pm Praise Team 
 
 

22 
9am CD Ministry 
 

12pm Christian 
Zumba 

 

1pm Community 
Quilters 
6pm Christian 
Zumba 

 

23 
1pm Community 
Quilters 

 

 

 

24 
 

12pm Christian 
Zumba 

 

6:30pm Church  
Quilters 

 

7pm M&A Mtg. 
 

 

25 
 
***February 
Newsletter 
Articles Due*** 

 
7pm Session Mtg. 

26 
9am Bulletin 
Folding 

 

6:30pm Korean 
Prayer  

 

6pm PAX 
 
 

27 
9:30Church 
Quilters 

 

 
 

28 
8am Praise Team 
9am Contemporary 
10am Sunday 
School 
11am Traditional  
2pm Korean 
4pm Praise Team 

29 
9am CD Ministry 
 

12pm Christian 
Zumba 

 

1pm Community 
Quilters 
6pm Christian 
Zumba 

30 
1pm Community 
Quilters 

 

5pm  Love Feast 
 

31 
12pm Christian 
Zumba 

 

6:30pm Church  
Quilters 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

    
   

Communion 

Home Communion 
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At its stated meeting in November, Session: 

Approved the 2018 budget. 

¶ Heard that during the past month, the pastor: 

Averaged 45 hours a week worked, roughly 20-25 in the office. 

Served Home Communion on 21 November to 10 people. 

Attended Communications, Hospitality, CE, Finance, Building and 
Grounds, Mission, Worship, and M&A Committee Meetings. 

Attended CPL Pod meeting (Presbytery). 

Assisted with Entrance Interview for Angus Tabor (Presbytery). 

Assisted with Apple Fest. 

Attended Menôs Breakfast. 

Assisted with Stewardship Drive. 

Presided over All Saintôs Sunday. 

Taught ñHoly Landò Adult Sunday School. 

Is teaching ñFaithfulò Adult Sunday School. 

Is Teaching PAX. 

Assisted with Lefse Making. 

Preached at a Korean Worship service. 

Assisted with preparing Angel Tree. 

Presided over Committal Service for Arral Helgerson. 

Helped cook Thanksgiving dinner for church. 

Finished ñ#Fortunateò sermon series (October). 

Is implementing ñFootsteps of Jesusò sermon series (November). 

Is planning ñBest Christmas Everò sermon series (December) 

¶ Heard the Mission Committee:   

Discussed the 2018 mission trip to Texas.  

Discussed Salvation Army Bell ringing at 10:15 a.m. to 7:45 p.m. at 
Columbia Mall on 16 December 2017. 

Discussed Angel Tree, which will be up no later than 26 November 
2017. 

Cut the Christmas food boxed budget to $1600. 

Discussed participating in the Chaplaincy Ministryôs fundraiser. 

¶ Heard the Worship Committee:   

Is planning for 4 services on Christmas Eve. 

Has scheduled Hanging of the Greens for 9:30, 2 December 2017. 

Purchased 2 new artificial trees to match one that has been donated.  

Is arranging for Poinsettias to be purchased by congregation members 
at $12 each. 

¶ Heard the Building and Grounds Committee: 

Is contracting with Chad Gibbs Snow Removal to replace our 
previous contractor, who has apparently quit the business.  

Is working on replacing the main Sanctuary lighting with dimmable 
LED bulbs. 

Has replaced, at the expense of a third party, the Sunday School wing 
circulating pump motors which were damaged when a power line was 
cut by a contractor. 

¶ Heard the Christian Education Committee: 

Has coordinated Adult Education topics for November and December. 

Is posting reminders for children greeting in church the last Sunday of 
each month. 

Corrected the Christmas program time to 11:00 a.m., 17 December 
2017. 

 

¶ Heard the Communications Committee: 

 Has agreed to proofread Bulletins, email blasts and the newsletter. 

 Has finalized plans for permanent signage in the building. 

 Has determined that self-funding events such as Apple Fest should 
 pay their advertising costs. 

¶Accepted a gift of two small plots of land that have billboard rental 
income.  

¶Agreed to support Pastor Homanôs Doctor of Ministry work and to 
provide a congregational resource team. 

¶Called the annual congregational meeting for 10:05 a.m., 11 
February 2018. 

Heard the Hospitality Committee: 

 Is finalizing plans for Lutefisk Dinner on 9 December 2017. 

 Is making plans to provide goodie bags for everyone attending the 
 Childrenôs Christmas program in 17 December 2017. 

Called a special congregational meeting at 10:30 a.m., 10 December 
l2017 for the purpose of hearing and acting upon the Nominating 
Committeeôs nominations for the 2018 officers of the church. 

Decided to use Apple Fest funds as follows: 

 $600 from quilt raffle ticket sales donated to the Backpack program. 

 $600 from quilt raffle ticket sales for new aprons. 

 $2451 from meal and sales proceeds for computers for the church. 

 $452 from meal and sales proceeds for Presbyterian Disaster Relief. 

 $2000 from meal and sales proceeds for the mission trip (already 
budgeted). 

Designated the loose offering at the Christmas Eve services for the 
General Fund. 

Session normally meets the fourth Thursday of most months at 7:00 p.m.; 
the next stated Session meeting is scheduled for 25 January 2018.  Members 
with concerns or ideas are encouraged to bring them to a Session member 
who can help ensure the appropriate committee gets an opportunity to work 
on the issue.. 

Pastor Homan Applies for Doctorate of 
Ministry at University of Dubuque 

This past November, Pastor Homan was invited to a 
very special and exclusive D. Min. program.  The 
primary focus is on Church Revitalization.  This is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity so Pastor Homan made a 
request to the Session to approve his application to the 
program.  Pastor Homan is very excited about this 
opportunity and hopes to hear back soon about his 
acceptance. 

Some Q&A 
Will this cost the church anything?  No.  Pastor 
Homan will use his Cont. Ed. and Professional funds 

to pay for this. 

Will this take time away from his ministry?  No.  
Pastor Homan will continue to work his normal 45 

hour work week. 

Will this take time away from his family?  No.  
Homework is about 10 hours a week, and will be done 
after the kids are in bed, and Friday (his day off). 

How long will this take?  It is a four year program.  
10 days a year will be spent at Dubuque for his 
ñintensive,ò everything else will be done online. 

If you have any other questions, please contact 
Pastor  Homan. 
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Paul Linderman  January  1 

Jack Gregoire  January  1 

Janel Johnson  January  6 

LaVern Grossman  January  9 

Ronald Thaden  January  9 

Dorrell Felton  January  11 

Bonnie Jacob-Forseth January  12 

Tanner Faller  January  13 

Bruce Helgerud  January  15 

Daniel W. Kaai  January  27 

Judy Helgerud  January  27 

Babs Brenner  January 29 

John Altepeter  January 31 

Check out the new Books in the Library 
while you are enjoying coffee on Sunday. 

 

Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a 
Family and Culture in Crisis  By 

J.D. Vance.  Signed copy. 

 

 

Praying for Strangers; An 
Adventure of the Human Spirit.  

By River Jordan.  

A gift from Mary Anderson. 

2017 Annual Reports are due by Session 
members.  Please email all committee 
reports for the annual report to the 

church office by January 12th. 
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From Pastor Homan 

Dear congregation,  Thank you so much for the extremely generous 
Pastor Appreciation gift I received on Christmas Eve.  It meant so 
much to Alyssa and I.  It is so nice to be appreciated. 

I also want to say how much I appreciate all of you.  This past year has 
been such a phenomenal year with so many successes.  Every single 
one of you has been a huge part of making our ministry and mission 
happen.  I especially want to thank all of you who were able to step up 
this past month to help out with all of the things we had going on.  We 
needed a lot of volunteers to make everything happen and so many 
people stepped up to help fill the holes and make our ministry happen.  
Thank you for allowing me to be your pastor.  

 

From Adeline Belanus 
Wishing you the seasonõs best gifts. With grateful thanks for your 
letter and calls. Blessings to all as we celebrate the season of our 
Saviorõs birth. 
 
From United Way of Grand Forks 
I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the effort you put 
forth for this yearõs Undies Sunday. With your help, and the help of 
the other participants, we collected and distributed over just shy of 
30,000 items.  Items are actually still coming in, but they will be 
counted towards next yearõs count.  Our Moto may be, òUnited to 
Fight Poverty,ó but we couldnõt do it without you. 
 
From Grand Forks Salvation Army. 
On December 16, 2017, First Pres kettle shift raised $417.65 for 
Salvation Army Programs and services.  Every dollar you helped 
collect will fuel important services for individuals and families in 
crisis. Visit SalvationArmyNorth.org/gradforks to read more about 
their programs.   
 
From Red River Valley Community Action 
Dear First Presbyterian,  Thank you for partnering with us again this 
year.  Thank you for giving so many families presents and food.  These 
families are so appreciative?  Your acts of kindness does not go 
unnoticed.  Thank you for giving these people gifts to open on 
Christmas.  Happy Holidays!  April Aker. 
 
From Bdecan Presbyterian Church 
Dear First Presbyterian,  Thank you so much for you financial 
support of our Camp in a Van program this past year.  Your donation 
made it possible for us to feed all of our children during the week.  
The kids absolutely loved the food.  Thanks so much for what you 
have done, and continue to do for our ministry.  Joe Obermeyer 

Greater Grand Forks 
Symphony Orchestra 

www.ggfso.org 
 

CONCERT EVENT 
Sunday, January 28th at 7:00 pm 

$25 Adult 

$15 Student/Military 

at 

First Presbyterian Church, GF 
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Follow First Pres 
on Facebook and 
stay up to date 
with all of the 

current events happening 
in our ministry! 

 

 

 

On Saturday, December 9th, 2017, the First Presbyterian 
Church of Grand Forks sponsored their annual Lutefisk and 
Meatball Dinner. The menu consisted of fresh, NEVER frozen, 
lutefisk cooked by Carrol Juven of Fargo.  Carrol Juven travels 
to the surrounding Sons of Norway Lodges to prepare the fish 
for them. Our meatballs are oven fresh and again never frozen. 
We also served mashed potatoes, a vegetable, lefse, 
rommergrot, a salad, and several beverages. This year we 
served 160 dinners, which was more than we had planned.  All 
this would not have been possible 
without our church volunteers 
who helped serve food and 
cleaned up.  They did an excellent 

job!! 

Sunday Morning Class  

10 AM Sunday Mornings, 
 

Tuesday Night Class  

7 PM Tuesday Nights, 
 

PAX (Parenting as  

Christians)  

4th Friday of the Month, 

Studying Parenting Topics 
 

LIFT (Ladies in 

Fellowship Together)  

12 PM Every 4th Sunday, 

Food and Fellowship 
 

After Eve Book Club  

12 PM Every 3rd Thursday, 

Discussing Books Weôve 
Read 

 

Christian Zumba  

Monday - Noon, 6pm  

Wednesday - Noon 
 

Menõs Breakfast 

1st Saturday of the Month, 

8 AM @ Perkins 

& Meatball Dinner  



First Presbyterian Church of Grand Forks 

5555 S Washington St 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

First Presbyterian Church  

5555 S. Washington Street 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 

701-775-5545 

Our Staff 

Pastor: Spencer Homan 

Admin. Pro.: Amber Miller 

Custodian: John Norman 

Trad. Music Director:  Kristine  Middleton 

Contemp. Music Leader: Susan Thaden 


